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bun Abel, and unto the Greeks fallin 


FI. lands of Hberty, in which we live, that the evidences 
of or holy en religion, are ſet before the world, 


clearneſs, and preciſion, as that, upon due attention, to an 
unbiaſed rind; nothing is m CERTAIN GG Io Eifine 
original. 

True it is, that no age of the world hath ever pres 
duced ſuch artful, and bold attacks againſt the truth of 


In order to deſtroy its evidences; or; at leaſt, to obſcure 
their light, all the arts of Ingenuity have been-pradtifed, 
the depths of literature have been, thoroughly, ſearctied, 
and the tortures of criticiſm keenly applied, whilſt humae 
nature hath been repreſented by many, as too divine a 

to have any need of Revelation's aid j and there have 
been wanting ſome, N 


Tis the pecnſier bleſſing of the jreſett ug; n# of beg | 


the religion of Chriſt, as the preſent, and preceding one have 
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vealed religion, as well as its evidences, with ridicule, and 


who, in order to deſtroy both, hart not, even, bluſhed to 
attack the Jaws of nature itſclf, and to become advocates for 


ſome of the groſſeſt kinds of ſenſuality and vice. 


But notwithſtanding the moſt artful and moſtinveterate 
oppaſition, the evidences of Chriſtianity, like religion itſelf, 
appear to be founded upon an impregnable rock, the 
greater the number of its antagoniſts have been, the more 
ſemingly learned and inquiſitive, or the more openly bold 
and audacious; and the more diverſified the manner of 


their attacks, in proportion hath the light of its evidences 


ſhone brighter, and every additional ſecret, or open enemy 
to its cauſe, hath, in the eye of reaſon, and free inquiry, 
appeared i in the iſſue, but as an additional trophy of its 
victories. , 

Whllſt this is the caſe with the evidences of Chriſtia- 
pity, how-unbappy is it for the Chriſtian world, as well as 
ſtrengthening to the cauſe of infidelity, that, amongſt thoſe 
profeſſing the religion of Jeſus, there ſhould be ſo many 
differences and diſputes as to the preciſe nature of Chriſtia- 
nity itſelf. 

From what variety of ſources, this hath ariſen in the 
Chriſtion world—at preſent, it is not proper for me to in- 
quire, nor will I take upon myſelf to fay. . 

Perhaps, amongſt other reaſons, the pre · conceived opi- 
nions, or the political intereſts of many leading men in the 
Chriſtian church, in all ages ſubſequent to the apoſtolic, 
have, more or leſs, warped their underſtandings, and led 
them, in conſeqcence, to exhibit, to open view, the body 
of the Chriſtian religion, in a dreſs ſuited to their own 
taſte. : Rat | 
Hence, different names and denominations amongſt Chri- 
ſtians have been formed, aud theſe, again, ſubdivided in · 
to more partial oppoſitions; many of them, no doubt, 
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though much in the wrong, yet animated with an honeſt 
ls a boon. nft——ne. 
worldly. intereſt, put on the cloak of religion, and he 
themſelves fervent in its cauſe. And thus is hath generally 
happened, that Chriſtians, being diſtinguiſhed into ſo-many | 
names, and parties, the various denominations of them are 
more willing to learn their Chriſtianity from that body, ot 
party to which they adBere,. or their . | 
than from the facred orucles of truth. d 

Bu, dan ae tis nl gs, hath ber 20, 00 
much thecaſe,and,pertiaps,even.as amongſt thoſe, who 
pretend the bigheſt refinement and taſte, as amongſt others. 
who are a great deal lower rated — we, whoſe lips ſhould 
preſerve and in whoſe mouth, the law of truth 
ſhould be We, ſurely. will never act ſo low a part, as td 
form our ideas of Chriſtianity, at SECOND HAND; o 
be ſa haſe, as to make our religious ſentiments truckle ta 
A PARTY. No. We have the law, and the teſtimony 
to go to, and from thence, animated by the charms of di- 
vine truth, 49 produce genie dn r 
of all the world. | 

That this i ge ee bee eos 
ſpel, will, I hope, my Reverend Fathers, and Brgthren, ſuf- 
ficiently, apologize for me, with you, as to the choice of 
my preſent ſubject of diſcourſe, which, in compliance with 
| laudible cuſtom, upon occaſions of this kind, I have cho+ 
ſen, relative to a branch of our profeſſion, as miniſters. of | 
Chriſtianity, A branch of it, which, is, indeed, the moſt 
important®, and to which our natural parts, our; learned 
acquiſitions, our private lives, and public conduct ought, 
all, to contribute, with unremitting· care, and activity. 

And, I hope, rene * 
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2 THE: SUBJECT. 


* 
| hearers, iat I mean not, in treating of this important ſub⸗ 


ect, to act the part of a teacher to my fuperiors, But, 
only, in their hearing, and under ' theit correction, to in · 


| quire into the genuine nature of Chriſtianity, as diſplayed 


in the ſacred oracles, and to ſearch for it, particularly, as 
the ſubje& of apoſtolical preaching, in thefe anthentic re- 
eords. And, this, I will endeavour to do with all the dif- 
fidence of one who well knows how apt he is to fall into 
miſtakes, how, frequently, good men differ in their ſenti- 
ments, and how, often, thoſe, who enjoy the higheſt ex - 
ternal advantages as to religion ; or they who make 
the loudeſt boaſt of reaſon /and-refinement are blinded with 
the groſſeſt prejudices —— Theſe, laſt, CHARACTERS, 
were, in particular, no ſtrangers to the great apoſtle of the 
Gentiles: he often experienced their oppoſition, and by the 
aſſiſtance of an almighty aid always triumphed over their 
power, and continued in his work of preaching, until he 
Kniſhed his courſe, in nothing, more remarkable than in 
his extraordinary ſucceſs, notwithſtanding the deeply root- 
ed prejudices of Jews and Gentiles, and the virulent oppo- 
ſition, often given him by both : yet nothing intimidated, 
he aſſerts his character, and conſtant work, and that of his 
brethren the reſt of the apoſtles too, in oppoſition to the 
2 and power of the moſt diſtinguiſnhed forknow- 
, amongſt the Jews, or of the moſt eminent philoſo- 
— 5 amongſt the Gentiles. Saith he, in the words of 
the text ! We preach Chriſt cruciſied, unto the Jews a 
*« ſtumbling-block, and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs.” In dif- 
courſing from which, it is propoſed to Inquire— 
Fin, Into the fubjef, and then 
Secondly, Into the manner of apoffolical areaciing. — 
Laſh. To apply what ſhall be faid. 
As to the fr f—— The ſubject of apoſtolical preaching. 
The apoſtle, in the context, expteſſeth it in various lan- 


— OF; APOTFOLIEAT PREAQHING,; : 2 
guage. He calls it, the goſpel*,— Preaching the craſa of 
Chcifg**,—Preaching Chriſtt.—Chriſt, and him crocs 
cified}——And.in che tent, Chriſt crucified, And, all, 
this variety of language, he <xpreſly uſoth as ſigaificative 
of the ſame thing, only, it ic obvious to ſee in ame of theſe: 
phraſes, that he placeth peculiar emphaſis on what, he 
judged moſt important, and to be, as it were, the ſoub and 
animating principle of the Chriftin ſyſtam. This is, par- 
ticularly, obſervable in the words, of my Unt. We 
„ preach Chriſt crucified;” and who, becauſe be wat 
cruciſied, and becauſe of the PECULIAR DOCTRINES 
rr 

a (tumbling block, and to the Greeks foaliſtmeſa ' . 
, la one word, tens Civil cracitd waa d. cr of 


apoſtolical preaching 
And this, in the g, place, feier the fans Ging n 
the DOCTRINES of Chriſt, who was crucied: this, it 
doth by @ very uſual figure of ſpeech, in all lnguages ; 
the works, or what a perſon is the author of, being com- 
monly expreſſed by the author's name. Thus, to preach 
the dodtrines af Chriſtianicy, ee 
the New Tellanent, expreſſed by — 
This in general. * 
bun der i iu d. wat, « very partial exphyGe las 
in the word, crucifed——pointing out 
That as every doCtrive relative. 10 ibm miſſion, perſia, 
and offices of Chyiſt, every moral precept, peecious' pro- 
miſe, and awful threateniag of the goſpel; in a word, exe 
Ty thing, which be teaches us to believe, and alſo: 10 do, 
that as all theſe were, by the apoſtles, regarded as doflyines 
eſſentially included in preaching Chriſt : ſo=———the doo 
trines relative unto, or founded upon the craſs of Chriſt, 
were, in their preaching held ut the priquey; e 
principles of the Chriſtian ſyſtem. +» - 


® ver, . Wreck f . % Fehap. l. ver. 3. 


* AN INQUIRY INTO THE. SUBJECT 
| «Not, that we are, fo, to underſtand our apoſtle, as that 
_ their regards to theſe doctrines weakened their attachments 
to the other doctrines of Chriſtiauity: quite the contrary: 
But, that, the peculiars of the croſs claimed their primary 
regard in preaching, as they enlighten the whole complex 
ſcheme of religion, I; —_ an animating 
influence to the whole. 

Fe love of God the Tater, to man, gloriouſly diſplay- 
ed in the croſs of Chriſt ; God, in our nature, incarnate, 
humbled; ſuffering; crucified, dying, expiating our guilt, 
bringing in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, purchaſing the 
promiſed Spirit“, and all ſpiritual bleſſings, as eſſential parts 
of his redemption ; as well as delivering us from the curſe 
of the law, and from the miſery of ſin: and men, accor- 
ding to the apoſtle, obtaining intereſt in all this, through 
faitht; in his blood, who is the propitiation ; ;—the reſur- 
rection, aſcenſion; and mediatorial rule in heaven, of the 
ſame Chriſt, who was crucified ; —his ſecond coming, and 
thegeneral reſurrection to be effected by him, and conſequent 
Judgment ;—all theſe, with the other doftrines, reſpecting 
a cruciſied Redeemer, in their extenſive import, difplay, in 
the cleareſt light; the manner of a ſinner's reconciliation with 
God, and the happineſs connected with it; and conſtrain 
to ie practice of univerſal goodneſs, in point of duty, and 
intereſt ; whilſt they lead the heart captive, and bring the 
while: ſoul in ſubjection unto God, and inſpire with de- 
light in running in the ways of his commandments : and 
thus, theapoſtle, in their preaching, always conſidered them. 
They publiſhed the goſpel, or the peeuliars of Chriſtia- 

nity, in a twofold view): either, as a remedial plan for the 
ignorance, guilt, and miſery of a ſinful world; or, as the 
foundation of a religious, and moral plan. And, in this laſt 
light, they always confidered the remedial — 28 
the ſoul and ſpirit of the religious and moral. 

„ Gal, m. 14. + Rom, iii. 25, 


eee ee ns os 
had their firſt principles of morals peculiar to themſelves, 
upon which they founded; as they-Nill have them, if nt 
in reality, at leaſt, in words, differing from one another 
Chriſtianity, as an inſtitution from heaven, hath its firſt 
principles of religion, and morality, peculiar to itſeif, lad 
in its remedial doctrines. This, particularly, appeara to 
be the ſpirit, of what the apoſtle means, by preaching Chriſt 
crucified : for, it would be doing violence to language, 0 
underſtand no more, by the expreſſion, . crucified, in ihe 
text, than an adjected deſcriptive word, in order, only, to 
diſtinguiſh the perſon of Chriſt, from others, who might 
be the teachers of religion, whether, true, ot falſe... 
| rr 

man for this obſervation. , 

Firſt of all, in the context he appears, 1 
rr in verſes 17. and 18. 
he calls his own preaching, and all, that the other apoſtles 
preached, preaching the crofs ; and refers all the: effe& 
of preaching, to the croſs, viz. to the infinite mexit of it, 
and to the peculiar doctrines connected with, or founded 
upon it. And leſt there ſhould, ſtill, remain any doubt of 
this; in words as much guarded, as language can poſlibly: 
afford, chap. ii. ver. 2. he, thus expreſſeth himſelf, « For: 
J determined not to know any thing among you,” ſave 
Jeſus Chriſt, and HIM CRUCIFIED; ” In which words 
he, plainly, diſtinguiſheth betwixt what might be ſup- 
poſed, only, to mean the general doctrines of the Chriſtian = 
religion, and the peculiars ofa crucified Saviour, and placeth 
the principal weight of the matter, upon the laſt of thee, 

But, in the Second place. What is clearly deciſive. an 
this point, is the text itſelf. We preach CHRIST CRU-, 
CIFIED unto the Jews A STUMBLING BLOCE, and 
unto the Greeks FOOLISHNFSS, 
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. That the YoArines of Chriſtianlty, relative unto the Fu- 
preme God, or its morals could be deſcribed as a ſtumbling 
block to the Jews, or av fooliſhneſk to the heathen philo- 
. 
the general name of Greeks, who ſought after wiſdom, or 
philoſophys) I ſay that theſe doctrines could be thus re- 
_ preſented}, by the inſpired apoſtle, appears, utterly, impro- 
able, if not impoſlible : for what Chriſt teacheth with re · 
ſpect to the divine nature in itſelf conſidered, and with re- 
ſpect to morale, is no more, than what the Jews, by the ſcrip · 
tures of the Old Teſtament, wereabliged to belleve; and if 
the wiſdom of the philoſphers could never diſcover ſuch 
a glorious idea of the divine nature, or plan out fuch a 
compleat ſyſtem of morals ; yet, ſuch were the notions 
the wiſeſt and beſt of them had of God, and ſuch their 
Entiments as to morals ; that the views of the divine na- 
ture given by Chriſt, and the glorious and ſpiritual mora · 
lity of the golpel, once, preſented unto them; if there had 
not been 2 variety of peculiar doctrines connected with, or 
founded upon the croſs of Chriſt, which at once daſhed the 
pride of. their philoſophy to the ground, and confounded 
their darling prejudices ; inſtead of rejecting it as fooliſh» 
- nels, they muſt have received his doctrine with the higheſt 
admiration, eee 
242— And this, further, appears, 

: Thirdly, —That though the chief reaſon, en 
fumbled at his doftrine, was, undoubtedly, that they look · 
od for 4 temporal prince, in the perſon of their Meſlias, 
at the head of a monarchy univerſal ; and, therefore, diſ- 
Gained the thoughts of a crucified Chriſt ; yet, the hear 


" # The Grecks were in our apoſile”s time the moſt famed pbiloſophers, 
and de is of the philoſophers of moſt eminent note amongſt them that he is 
ſpeaking in the text, a5 appears from the content ver. 20. Has wepor, the name 
woc being given to the moſt diſtiaguiſhed of them, as cope was te 
philoſophy. | Nox PrP 
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then, be wil phitolophers of Greere; or Rome ·- hol it oot 
deen on account of the peculiar doctrines relative unto, or 
founded upon his ſufferings, and crucifixion, muſt, on the 
contrary, have had the moſt exalted notions of the ſubli- 
mity of his doctrine, and the higheſt veneration of his g- 
tious perſon upon account of the uninterrupted, and-ex- 
quiſite adverſities of his life, and the hergiſin and unſha · 
ken poodneſs, with which he ſuffered a cruel, and an agcur- 
ſed death. And this, the rather, certainly, as it was in ſup- 
port of fach a divine dodtrine, which hammunpſpud in his 
life, that he underwent all theſe diſtreſſes. 
| This noble ſentiment, of one of the beſtmoraliſts amongſt 
the heathen, is well known*, That there is not, oq; earth, 
a ſpectacle more worthy the regard of a Creator intent on 
kis works, than a brave man ſuperior to his ſufferings, 

Plato, as if prophetic of the character of Chriſt, in the 
ſecond book of his Republic, makes Glaucon draw the ami- 
able picture of a man of complete virtue to the following 
purpoſe ; viz. ©* A man ſimple in his manners, full of beno · 
* yolence and-candor, and to uſe the beautiful expreſſion 
* of Æſchylus, much more ſolicitons to de good, than to 
«« appear ſo: let us ſtrip him, faith he, of all be honour, 
© which uſually accompanies virtue: let us lead him with 
« all the hatred and infamy, which are the natural attten · 
«« dants upon vice: let us go yet further, in order to re- 
move every doubt concerning the purity of his motives, 
« and ſee whether he will preſerve himſelf virtuous. | Let 
« us take from him every advantage whatever, his attach- 
* ment to virtue excepted. And to conclude-all, let 

B * We 

See Grotius upon this context, particularly ver. vv. His words 
are, co Gracis per excellentiam dicebantur ii. gui proecepte morum irededalh, 
ut ſeptem ille per Graeciam nobiles, deinde Socrates, et allii. | 

* Seneca de Providentia, cap 3. 


* 


; Ps 5 ö . n 
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« vs ſbppoſs that his conſtancy is put to the hardeR | 
* trial, and that he ends his life by. AN IGNOMINIOUS 
« PUNISHMENT.” It is hkely, Nato himſelf thought 
the exiſtence of this character in aay perſon, very much im- | 
probable, in the\circumſtanges mentioned: but, it is evi- 
dent, that, he intended to exhibit by it, the moſt perfett i 
dea of virtue, he could poſſibly conceiye.. 

| Now, if ſuch were the ſentiments of the buf philoſophers,as 
they were, indned, of whole & ſects of them, of old; it could 
not poſſibly be the ſufferings, and croſy of Chriſt, in them- 
ſelves conſidered, that prejudiced them againſt him, but the 
pecyliar doctrines concerning his divine nature, and media- 
tion aszelative to his croſs, and theother facts concerning him 
conſequent upon it; and the doctrines included in, or found- 
ee dt of wels facts relative wo en n 
Whok.— ; 
That he was God's only be Son, and a diving 
prophet ſent to men; and that, hereby, men ſhould per- 
ceive the love of God to them, in that whilſt, yet ſinuers. 
and ungodly, , Chrift died for them to the learned philo- 
ſophers, ſeemed quite unintelligible. An infinite, and divine 
perſon ſuffering in the human nature to them, appeared 
an abſurdity. Suffering for guilt, not his own—ſtill more 


| abſurd: an atoning ſacrifice expiatory of the guilt of a ſin- 


ful world: God propitious to ſinners through faith in his 
blood: juſtification before God, and acceptance with him 
through grace, and by faith only—entirely ridiculous, In 
like manner, that theſending forth the influences of the boly 
Spirit, that deliverance from every curſe, that heaven itſe li, 
and every ſpiritual bleſſing ; in a word, that all which is 
underſtood to be included in the redemption of men ſhould 


be purchaſed; by the blood, and communicated by the me- 


®* The Stoics particularly See more inſtances to this pur poſe in Gres. 
de Verit. cum not. Clerici lib, iv, ſect. 22. in not, + Rom. v. 6, 8. 


dbx APOSTORICAL PRESCHING 4; 
&iation of Chriſt, the ſacrifice: ane bs e webe 
to death, and nie agu, and not only fle again, bus be 
exalted, and ſeated at the head of imiverſal government in 
heaven and earth, aud be, by bis doctrines, and laws, under 
the influence of the hh) Spich, fotming his ſutjects o carth | 
bor the higher glory of the Heaventy kingdom— Theſe, aud 
ſuch as theſe, were tbRtines, their philoſophy could not 
digeſt, and conſequetitly made them rejeft che whole. Thus 
Chriſt cracified was to the Greeks FOOLISHNESS, 

And that this In fact was the caſe, appears, Evidently, 
ben the carieſt writings of the adverſutſes of Ohtiftianity. 
The greateſt part of Celſuss books were taken up in ri. 
diculing the Chriſthans, for prereding that the author of 
their r&ligi 18 God; and came down from heaven; and 
this he did from the manner of Chriſt's ton, the per- 
ſecutions which be ider wunt, and the ighothiny of His 
death: at theſe things, Lucian, the contemporary of Cel- 
ſus, ſncered : and the emperor Julian, in his writings}, a 
long while after them, harps, particularly, on the ſame 
ſtringz and treats. the apoſtle John with peculiar ſpite, be- 
catiſe ot bis eee ne — 
2 well a5 ſufferings of Obriſt. 

„ In general, in whatever dender the cit ankle 
of Chiidianity attacked it, they all held the ignominy of the 
croſi, und the divine character. aſcribed to Chriſt, .npon 
which the while of the peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity 
. e ; and therefore nothing could ap- 


beer, than le der 
ur. verb 
"Thos i whe Good who ſoughtaftex wildony 3 that 
bee 2 ad 1 Sal. 5 


4 e 4%. #41 eats of ne ** 
— ß 
aud mat) of yenins, and the. firt witer againſt, Chriſtia nity that we know. 
+ Julian ſucceeded Conſtantius the ſon of Conſtantine the great iu the 
empire A. D. 361, } ver. 22. 
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14. AN INQUIRY-INTO-THE. SUBJECT 
is, to their philoſaphers, Chriſt:crucified could oat appear, | 
in gpy ſhape, to be fpaliſhaels, but jp regard en Ur peculiar 
doctrines relative to the. croſs, or ſqunded upon it ; and 
if thole of them, wha wrote againſt Chriſtianity, in its ear 
lieſt period, actually treated it as ridiguJous upon that ac- 

count; hence we may, certainly, infer, what is, allo, ob. 
vious from the context, THAT THESE PECU CULIARS 
WERE THE CHIEF SUBJEET QF 8 
PREACHING#; and that, however, reliſhed by the 
loſaphy of the world, yet, from he orc 

in them for the ignorance, guilt, and miſery of 
world; from their divine, influence, and native Hier, 
over the ſauls of thoſe, who believe; and fram their ratio- 
nal, and conſtraining power as to che practice of univerſal 
8oRineſs, they are, as drm. ref. teacheth in the 


context, the (d wiſdom,” the philoſophy, * of God, and the 
"power of God unto the ſalvation. of all who are called, | 


# whether Jews ot Gentiles,”.. 63 211 Har ü an 


ene W dcin U die on dt 
epiſtle to the Galstieus, puts our concluſion beyond” d manner of douby, 
lik eviſe. They embraced the Chriſtian reliq)on. notwithſtanding, they, 
well, knew, and aQtually belicved that Chriſt the author of it byd been cru- 
ciel; yet nevertheleſs, tho apoſtle, plainly takes notice, that the croſk was 
was an offence to them, chap. v. ver, 11. Not betault the author 
of their religion had been crucified ; NO: for that they mull haue beliew- 
ed. if they knew any thing of Chriſts hiſtory, 21 all, and withdlit the know: 
ledge of this, they could not have been bis followers. Rut obvioully, hecauſs 
the doftrine of juſtification by faith, as relative 40 the craſs of Chriſt, and 
the other dodtrines founded upen it, were incompatible with their notions 
of acceptance with Gad, and the conſequent pleffings of happineſs preſens 
7 6 ONE ny te YI OOO 
obedience ta the moral la. 71 e 

As to the doftrine of j jnfiearion, they dbl the drin principle; 
in this e the 0 en wor as e for as they, in 
general. held the Chriſtian' name, it could not be ſo, in any other. And 
n 2a Oey FAO AREA 


A_ — 


— PRBAGHING: TY 


. Having thus inquired into the ſubject, we proceed 10. 
the ſecond gebend thing propoled, namely n 
To dee Jn he idr of rofl, 


preaching. . 

Upon this head, The light, in which they repreſents 
ed-the chief lee of their , juſtly. challengeth 
our principle attention. | 

As already hinted in the precediag part of this diſcourks, 
they preached Chriſt crucified, —Imo—as a remedial diſpen- 
ſation: with this amiable aſpect, the Saviour and his grace 
was notified to the. firſt * funner, and in all ſubſequent diſ- 
coverics of him, whether prior to the Moſaical conſtitution, 
or under it, he ſhone, in this light, with more conſpicuous 
grace. In this view, one angel pabliſhed aur Lord's nat: 
vity, unto the ſhepherdst, and ſuddenly after, a maltictade 
of the heavenly choir ſang his entry inte chis lower world, 
with all the. glories of his remedial diſpenſation, In dhe 
light, the apoſtles preached Chriſt crucified, and all the doc- 
trines relative unto, or founded upon his mediation, and 
croſs. But this implies, that, in their preaching, they c. 
der lin tial ad wh hog ot. 


cating him; zd ſome of them, when he was at Rome, 
bliſhed falſhosds concerning him, as if he had reverſed prom! 2 
ken fides with them; the judaizing teachers in Galatia had done that, par- 
ticularly; wherefore he adduces his preſent i clegimitances as evident proof 
eee ee eee 
by do Lyet ſaffor perſtcutzos;? then is the affence of the erofs ceaſed ;* 
and If fo, bis bardſhips; Ur che preſene caſe, Wald, likewils, bave bann at un 
end: but, he, toward the end of the ene, cup vi. ver 14. and 
17. God at I ſhould glory fave in the crofvof Oui.“ And for proof 
hat he did fo, he ſays further. No man need trouble me, henceforth,” but 
conſider that * ber in my body the markz.of the Lord v, that I ug 
peothes tie ppodeution the younching the populpe Lana of his rol 


ia which 1 . f „ 
nN e. Da * 


| , N 4 | ** oh N * N ; | * * * 
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_ ſitere# the wotld of mankind, as in finful, ul, gully, hg 


miſerable ſtate, und atldrefſed the 
y 46 them, sccordingty: this was What ML they wk 
F 
defipn of the Chriſtian tevelation, and their on miſſion, 


tdey could not but do; for © that the world is in a fate 


«* of ruin, is a ſuppoſition, which ſeeims the very ground of 
© thi Chriſtin diſpealation®,” and without which it is en 
rely inexplicable. | 
crits name, wind rater us Safi fem fn, hdl 
care the Miene und Hal, for Which be'ohly k the remedy: 
His offices, in that charakter, polat out the manner of the 
eee and the defi of The polpel h. pecaarhy — 
the Saviour, und this great ſalvation. ' 
Fo exhibit theſe in conjunctioa, * 
etiief purpoſe of the apoſtolical character and miſſion ; and 
* — doing fo, they acquitted themſelves, agreeably 
the ſpirit of their Maſter's miſſion, as well as their own ; 
e tzme to feck, and tu fave, that whick * bn: is buff 
ar war wich the Keck, Wich Hiners," yen, with the etc? 
of ſianers; thefe were the leading characters of all man- 


kind,” and, accordingly, the apoſtolical thilfion'runs thus, 
«« Go ye unto. all the WrId, and. preach the goſpel to every 
< creature. All. aro ctrupted in their natura, guilty, 
befere God, and alienated! from him by ſia i this is the 
only remedy and meat af tepufiring the ruins of melt nature. 
df expiating their. guilt, reconciling. Wem unte God, and 
reſtesing thew mti ftour. bed Lt ified 

| The accounts we have of the apoſtles preaching, as vel 
their writivgs , point out the matter; preciſely, in this 


"Wi detect to their preachingone Wing,” arkicular- 
ly, amongſt others, aught to be attended unto. 
* See Butler's Analogy, part ii, chap. 5. ſet. . + Mark uvi, 15, 


\ yo. at Yi » 
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er AIGSTOLICAL, PRBAGHING. * 


It vas a general requiſite af the apoſtalical character 
that hals veſied wih it ſhould be men who cmpanied 


together with the Lord Jeſus, all the time that he went eus 
and in, among them“, that is, during bis public mißt 
beginning from the baptiſm af Jahn, unto the ſame da 
that Chriſt was taken up from them 3 chat 2a they were 
witneſſes of his public life, and dactrine, ſu ſfer inge, and 
death; they might alſo be witneſſos of his reſugreRion, 
on earth; and which were ſatisfying exidendes of the faf- 
ficieucy, of the whale, to effect the ſalratioa of mankind, 
Aud although, The great apoſtle of the Geatiles was nat 
among the number of thoſe, who gampegiet with the Lord 
Jeſus ; yet, he had that deficiency made up, by extrordt 
nary revelation from Chriſt in perſon aſter his aan, a = 
he tells us, himſelſ that he ſaw the Lordy. and that he to- 
ceived his doctrine, from him z and hath. given 3s good & 
vidence, as any other of the apoſtles; of the erath of what 
he ſays, pm . as ws 4" 9/00, PIN IDs 
as well as converſion to the Chriftian faith. - 
Now, 1s the apofilbs were hefe of (heile Rte, dats 
trime., and miracies : and, kkewiſe, of his death, refuenec- 
tion, and aſcenſion: ſo their preaching was a con ant pub- 
lication of theſe facts}, WI PIT LEY andethces of 
their Maſter exhibited in them. 
' Upon theſe fats they founded al thei dofitine; 10 
tom the evidences of theſe, and the extraordinary infpi- 
ration of the Spirit, and what Chriſt, expreſly, taught em 
concerning himſelf; they publiſhed thoſe parts of Bis cha- 
racter and work, that were not the objects of their ew ot- 
ſervation ; upon the one hand; his Givihe nature, ra- 
Werren N Tu W and upon the other; his 
Act i. 21, 22 1 Cor. ix. 1. abd'xy, 8. * 
Cee, Kc. Ae i. 8. 


un rere mne 


mediatorial kingdom, and rule of the Father's right hand 
in heaven, and the effects of this upon his ſubjefty on 
earth, his ſecond coming to raiſe the dead, and future 
judgment, with the eternal glory conſequent upon all theſe 
digger tvs > re | 
| And in conjunction with whit they taught, as perſonally 
relative to Chriſt, they cotſtantly exhibited him, as choſen, 
appointed, and ſent of God, that, by all theſe things, he 
might, effectually, accompliſh the work of redemption and 
 falvation for ſinners of mankind. In this view; upon the 
one hand, they celebrated the grace, mercy, and goodneſs 
of God the Father to the world, as the original ſource of this 
remedial diſpenſation : and upon the other, the character of 
Chriſt, as the glorious Mediator, and in whom, the execu- 
tive part of this infinitely important plan is placed. | 

- Accordingly they publiſhed to all the world, as a faithful 
Gying and worthy of all acceptation, that he came to ſave 
even the chief of ſinners; and becauſe he ever liveth, 
therefore, he is able to ſave; to the uttermoſt, 
And, in order, that mankind might be ſaved by him, 
they preached the neceſſity of FAITH in him; —2 
perſuaſion, not only, of the truth of all the facts, and doc- 
trines relative 40 him, but alſo, a hearty compliance of 
foul, with the whole purpoſes of God manifeſted concern- 
ing him, as relative to the recovery, and falvation of loſt 
ſinners of mankind. ' This they called beſieving with the 
Heart unto®, righteouſneſs ; and preaching theſe things, 
they called, preaching Chriſt, Chriſt crucified, or the goſ- 
pel. Thus Peter, narrating the facts relative to Chriſt, 
preached before the Sanhedrim, the exalted Prince and Sa- 
* viour, to give repentance to Iſrael, and the remiſſion of 
ſins}.; and thus before the ſame court, his fellow apoſtles, 
alſo, preached : and thus, Paul at Antiochy (as every where 

Rom. x. 10, f A v. 25, 30,31, 3 A. 23. tozh 
79. &c. 
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e LS ea IR he 
„and that by him, all, that believe, are juſtified from all 
« things, from which they could not be juſtified, by the 
« law of Moſes.” 

After what hath'been ſaid, I ſhall only obſerve, further, 
upon this head: that the apoſtolical writings, their e- 
piſtles, —eſpecially thoſe of the apoſtle Paul, ' evidently 
ſhew, that they preached the peculiars of Chriſtianity as a 
remedial diſpenfation : and though their epiltles might 
differ in form from their ſermons; yet, they did not differ 
he N S IAN deing to promote the faith 
of Chriſt. | 

In the epiſtle to the Romans, = 


dical view, poſſible, given of this truth Jew, and 


Gentile are ſinners, and guilty before God; by one 


man fin entered into the world, and all are ſinners ;j—— 
The juſtification of ſinners before God 'is only through 
grace and by faith ;—faith reſpects Chriſt as the remedy; — 
and by 2 re ten, 
OUS. 
In the epiſtle to the Epheſians, the ſame thing is ſet in 
the molt ſtriking light. The apoſtle, there, draws the na · 
tural character of all men ſince ſin entered into the world, 
viz. dead in treſpaſſes and fins. And leſt we ſhould 
confine this character to the Epheſians only, he, as it 
were, induſtriouſly varies the perſon in which he ' ſpeaks. 
Ye, Epheſians —we including himſelf, and others, were 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, chap. ii. ver. 1, 5. and ver. 3, 
of ſame chap. faith he, We were by nature the children 
« of wrath, even as others,” meaning, evidently, the reſt of 
mankind. And, fo, in conſequence, through the whole 
ſubſequent parts of the chapter, he points out the founda · 
tion of ner = 


NO 1. 13 — 20. 
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29 AN-INQUIRY-INTO. THE SUBJECT 
and the mean of it to be the croſs of Chriſt. . The ſame 
thing might be pointed out in his other epiſtles, 33 
well as in thoſe, written by the other apoſtles: and it 
may be obſerved in them all, though ſome gf them were 
written for particular purpoſes, that this view of Chriſt 
crucified, or the peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity, is always, 
in ſome part or other of every one of them, either directly 
expreſſed, or evidently implied, and is conſidered, as what 
gives life and ſpixit to the whole. But, in 
The Second place, —As the apoſiles repreſented the chief 
ſubje& of their as. 2 remedial diſpenſation, fo, 
they preached Chriſt crucified, as the foundation of that. re: 
ligion, and morality, which- their Maſter himſelf had incul- 
cated in perſon every where, and which is the deſign of 
n to difleminue amongſt all the pations of the 
cart \ 

As Chriſt had done before them, r the religion 
of nature, and all the obligations of piety, and virtue, 
which reaſon can approve, and conſidered them, as moſt eſ- 
ſential parts of their plan; and one great aim of their 
preaching, always, was to- illuſtrate: theſe, and enforce 
their eternal obligations. But, in pointing out the obliga- 
tions of religion and morality, they did not reſt in thoſe, 
that were merely natural: but as the remedial diſpenſation, 
which they preached unto the world, diſcovers new, and 
molt intereſting relations*, between God and man, which 
without its light, could never have been perceived; ſo, 
they incorporated what might be, properly, called the re- 
ligion of nature, with a plan of religious and moral rela- 
tions, and duties, vaſtly, greater, and more extended, 
in proportion to theſe new relations. Thus, by. preach- 
ing the peculiars of Chriſtianity, they, at once, extend 
ed the foundations of religion, and morals, and propor- 
tionally ſtrengthened their obligations; and if by ſo do- 

See Butler a Aualogy, part ii, chap. 2. 


7 of APOSTOLICAL' BREACHING) 2 
ing, they extended the ſphere of religious, and moral duty ; 
it muſt be acknowledged, the motives they offered from 
remedial grace, and goodniefs, and love, without parallel, 
as well as from all the glorious privileges, aad future pro- 
ſpects of the goſpel, are ſweetly conſtraining, and delight- 
folly powerful, beyond comprehenſion, = 

What's plorious fotmdation/of religion this, which they 
preached: God in Chriſt reconciling the world to him- 
ſelf, and not imputitig their tranſgr>Gons*,: unto them, 
and ſanctifying them by the eternal Spirit, in order do the 
enjoyment of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that paſſeth not away! What an attractive countenance 
doth religion, with all its numerous train of delightful du- 
ties, herein ſhew ? eee 
22222... 

rr — 
perſonal character, how, ſtrongly, are their obligations 
eſtabliſhed by all the peculiar diſcovcrics of redeeming 
grace; whilſt all the common, and ſpecial relations of man 
to man, have theſe moſt comprehenſive, and moſt joyous 
ties ſuperadded, ot the houſhold of faith, of the adopted 


family of God, and as ſuch, inen begotten 
Son! 


That, thus eee Chriſt 1 
peculiars of the remedial plan, pointiug out the whole of 
their tendeucies as the life and ſpirit of the religious and mo- 
ral ſyſtem, I need not accumulate proofs before an audience, 
whoſe ſacred character is ſufficient evidence, for their know- 
ledge of this important truth. It will be, only, neceſſary, 
in general, to appeal to every account given in ſcripture 
of the tenor, and tendency of their preaching ;_ and to, al- 
moſt, every page of their ſacred epiſtles pregnant with it; 
in which, upon whatever particular occaſions they were 


ritten; e 


C 2 


® 2 Car. v. 19, 
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that from the peculiars of Chriſtianity, they diſplay, T al 

enforce the various branches of univerſal moral 

ty; and all the practical parts of the religion of nature 

blended with, or illuſtrated, and caforced e [ 

Thirdly, -In wenden Grid, ba the abave | 
lights, they addreſſed themſelves, not only in general, in 
eee 0/8004 0 circumſtances of their hearers z 
| A unto a 
e | | 

They preached the goſpel, : as 4 diſpenſation adapted to 
all mankind, declaring, that as all were ſinners, ſo, all 
ſtood in need of its remedial grace, and calling to all, Jews, 
and Gentile, whoſoever will, let him come. And when 
they preached, they, alſo, exhibited the evidences of what 
they ſpake; nor did they reſt there, alone, in the miracu- 
Jous power of which they were poſſeſſed, and by which 
they confirmed their doctrine; - but, as if they had had no 
ſuch power at all, they addreſſed themſelves to the reaſon, 
to the underſtandings, to the conſciences of men. 

To the Jews, they argued from their own law, and oe- 
conomy, and ſhewed, that Chriſtianity was but its fulfil. 
ment and perfection. And to the heathen, they argued 
from the order of nature, and from their own particular no- 
tions of the Delty ; for proof of this, witneſs the whole hi- 
ſtory of the Acts of the apoſtles, and particularly chap. xvii. 
where we have account of our apaſtle's manner at Thella- 
lonica, Berea, and at Athens, 

And, as to the tuo diſtinguiſhing charatters that divide 
all the world, the wicked, and the good, the children of 
diſobedience and the children of God, they addreſſed the 
firſt with all the thunderings of the law, and terrors of the 
_ Almighty, exibiting at the ſame time to them remedial grace, 
and all the merciful and rich diſplays of the goſpel : the laſt, 


an 


_” 2J 


they ſirengthened in thejr-way, withvall its bleſſed precipes 
and delightful rules, with all its precious promiſes, and dis - 
vine conſolations: thus, they ſhewed themſelves approved 
unto God, workmen that needed not be aſhamed, rightly div 
viding the word of truthꝰ, n | 
tion of meat in due ſeaſon, --. 

2 — Aye 
in ſpeaking, it was plain, and ſimple, yet nervous, and ani- 
mated: the apoſtle in our context, to himſelf, 
gives the following account of itz ** He came not to them 
* with excellency of ſpeech or of wiſdom-—his ſpeech and 
% preaching was not with the enticing words of mans wif- 
% dom——not with the words which man's wiſdom teach- 
« eth:” becauſe, according to his eſtimate of thingst, << The 
« wiſdom of this world is fooliſhneſs with God,” and (ver. 
25. following the text) © Becauſe the fooliſhneſs of God is 
« wiſer than men, and the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than 
% men: this account ſerves, alſo, for the manner of the xeſt 
to the philoſophic, or ſophiſtic taſte of the age, and places 
in which they appeared; but ſpake with plainneſs and perſpi- 
cuity, with grandeur and majeſty, ſuitable to the infinite im- 
portance of what they preached, and to the infinite wiſdom 
of Chriſt who ſent them: thus, are we to underſtand the 
apoſtle, when he tells us, he came not with the excellency 
of ſpeech or of wiſdom ; for as to genuine eloquence, per · 
haps, our apoſtle. never had a ſuperior, unleſs.it was he, 
who ſpake, as never man ſpakeh. In a word, the conſtant 
aim of all the apoſtles, in ſpeaking, was to reach the under- 
ſtanding, and affect the hearts of their hearers, © chuſing 
rather to ſpeak ** five words, ſo as to teach in the church, 
then ten thouſand words, in an unknown tongue; or which 

„ Tim. 5. 15. Luke xii. 42. - +24 chap-i/4; 13. f 36chay- 
ver. 19. $ John vii. 46, _ ** x Cor. xiv. 29. t<H1 
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at to be under ſtoo,t. 
* Aud, us they aimed at elifieation, Not pO eng ; 
anner of heir language; ſo, with the greateſt integrity 

end apriphineſs, they ſpake out their ſentiments as to the 


| great ſubject of their preaching addreſſed unto the different 


circumſtances, ranks; and characters of their hearers. With 


repard, to this, —they deſpiſed the little art of concealing 
their own ſentiments, upon any accoutit whatever, under 
— general, of equivockl expreſſions; even, tho), 
themſeives with the great, and Nakened the rigor, of the 
ruling party, ageinſt them, and approved themſelves, in 
ome menſure, to the reigning taſte. Nor had they one ſort 


| the amiable Gere . 


Nrations ; ſecing, faith the apoſtle“, we have this miniftry, 
as we have received mercy, we faint not; but have renoun- 
ee things of diſhoneſty, not walking in crafti- 
wefs, nor handling the word of God deceitfully ; but by 
maniſcſtation of the truth, commending ourſelves to every 
man's conſcience, in the fight of God, 

To conchnde this head Ans they carried the cl gers 
of the higheſt integrity, and uprightneſs along with them, 
in every reſpect, and ſtamped them, particularly, upon 
their manner of preaching ; ©, fervent zeal, and intrepid 
boldneſs, tempered with the deepeſt humility, and moſt con- 
Ficuons ſelf-detiial ; and animated with the ſupreme love 
of God, the Redeemer, and the fouls of men, were, with re- 
FIG their greateſt gay. Theſe 
— -—100vi and ſhed a commanding infivence vpon 


* 2 Cor, iv. 1, 2. 
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e 
ed conviction along with them, and, generally, daft Wir 
ſalutary effects, upon the hearts of many of their hearers, 

And, though, upon account. of thegeal and haldngſd with 
which they preached, they were, often, brought yaderahe 
greateſt diſtreſſes, and had, generally, the praſpeft — 
thing from the culing powers, but the maſt dreadful, 
cution; yet, none: of theſe things maved. them, nei 
they count their lives dear untothemſclves,ſa thattheymight 
finiſh their courſe with joy, and the miniſiry which they 
had received of the Loxd Jeſus, the grand purpole of which, 
according to the ports was, ary | 

Thus much, for the — — 
viz. for the, LIGHTS in which they x Ou 
CHIEF SUBJECT, and theix NaN A 
to their: HEARERS. dey * 

- It, now, remains to APPLY wha, 8 

As to this If in the preceding inquiry, the SUB-. 
JECT, and MANNER of APOSTOLICAL PREACH- 
ING hays been repreſented according to truth, the coaclu- 
fion, with reſpect to every individual miniſter of the go- 
ſpel, is, exceedingly, obvious Got, and do thou, likewiſe, 

What hath been faid with regard to them as preachers, 
is equally incumbent upon all, of the preaching order, up- 
on every. miniſter of Chriſt. Their ſubject is in all ref. 
pects the ſame, and the higheſt glory of the, preaching cha» " 
- rater, is undoubtedly to imjtate:the apoſtolical manner: we 
have, indeed, none, of their preternatural endow ments, nor 
ought, we to lay claim to. them : theſe were im to 
them, in order to their infallibility, in preaching truth, 
and confirming it with miraculous evidence : but, If they 
were under the influencc. of infallible. inſpiration, the 0- 
bligation is undoubtly the ſtronger upon all their wc. 


eee t Lake 1. 
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es ab men nero rh sur 
tors, in the ordinary miniſtry of the goſpel, to hold them 
uu. rack 
Trede indeed, they have the great Mlſter of the apoſtts, 
and'their own, to imitate as a perfect pattern of preaching, 
as well as of the religion which he taught :—but this in- 
Read of detratting from, eſtabliſtieth dur concluſion. 
The apoſtle's daily attendants; were inſtructed by him 
CT rr to them he 


By his life, doctrine, and miracles, he fuly proved lis 
divine miſſion; and character as the Chriſt, and Saviour 
of the world: butas the doctrines of the great ſalvation * by 
fm, were to be eſtabliſhed upon facts relative to himſelf ; 
until theſe facts exiſted, he could not, with propriety, be 
ſoexplict in preaching theſe doctrines ;z—his diſciples would 
not have received them; - his enemies, in ſpite, might have 
prevented thoſe of them that were within their power. Ac- 
cordingly, we are told, he preached the word in parables 
to the people, as they were able to bear it +; and in his con- 
ſolatory diſcourſe, juſt when he was going to enter upon his 
faſt ſufferings, he expreſly tells his apoſtles, that he had 
yet many things to ſay unto them: but, adds he, ye can- 
not bear them now}. Chriſt's laſt ſufferings, his death, 
his reſurrection, his aſcenſion, and univerſal rule, were 
facts that followed his public preaching ; upon theſe facts, 
very many of the peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity ;— a1. 
moſt all of them; turn : in his own public miniſtry, there- 
fore, he could ſpeak of theſe doctrines, but in a prophetical 
or enigniatical way: the circumſtances of time, as well as the 
diſpoſitions of thoſe to whom he ſpake, made any other way 
improper ;—according]y this was his method. He, indeed, 

* Heb.ii.z, + Mark iv. 33. John xvi. 13. 


* 


ee tr Ss ptr 
ſtand them, and could not recelve them, fun Arn of > 
temporal, inſtead ot u ſpitirual kingdom. 

The dodtrines bf Chtitatey, Wen, as » contehid plan, 
were not fully divulgel to the world, no, hot tg the apo- 
Mes themſelves, ſo as that they underſtobd them till af- 


ter "Chriſt's acenfion into heaven; for Juſt when he was - 


bout to aſcend, they aſked him, if at this time he would re- 
ſtore again the kingdom to Tſrae] ? To which, his anfwer 
puts what we have mainly in our eye, as to the application 
of the preceeding diſcourſe, beyond all-maimet'vf use. 


It is not for you, "replied he, to know the times, 


« and the ſeaſons, which the Father hath put in due o 

1 power : but ye (hl receive power, after that the Holy 
« Ghoſt is come upon you; and ye ſhall be'witelſes unte 
< me, both in Jeruſalem; and in all Juden, and in Saniaria, 


« AND UNTO'THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE. 


„ EARTH®.” Agreeably to this ; it was in comſequeger 
of their being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, that what Chriſt 


taught them, was brought to their remenibrance; und it 
was not, till receiving his miraculous. influences, that. the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation was thoroughly, commimicated un- 
to chem, and underſtood by them; and that under theſe 
influences, contrary to all their former prejudices, they 
publiſhed this ſpiritual diſpenſation to all the world, in a 
counected plan, in which, facts are the ſurt and firm foun- 


dation. Thus were they witneſſes to the HAC TS concer- . 


ning Chriſt, UN TO THE UT TERMOST- PARTS OF 
THE EARTH ; and falyation through Kim, as the fil: 
of theſe FACTS, to all the world of mankind, — Hence 
it obxiouſiy appears, that as to the ſubjeft,, and manner 
of preaching, we ought to hold the apaſites av our PA · 
. . v7 e D 12 „ N * 


s i. 7. 5. 
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| TERN; and if what is above {aid, be a falt repreſentation 


el the truth, to da bin agrerable ____ 
tion of Chriſtianity. and to the. mind « Cbriſt. 
The faithfal miniſter, then, will care; and perlgh- 


cnity preach N 
bleſſed, Szvjour, and the doctrines included in them, 
or founded upon them ; and that, not in a ſuperficial, 
Pins on pool Gail eee 
en He will endeavour alſo, 
with accuracy, often to unfold their evidences, in which 
conſt the groud of Chriſtian, faith, . And poof 
example of the apoſtles, Chriſt, and him cru 
o 
point out the PECULIARS OF CHRISTIANITY as 3 


remedial diſpenſation, and as the loundeven of s fe- 
and moral plan, 

" In.cegard to them as a remedial. Soaion—the min 
ceraſioned by ins entering into the world, the deprayity 
and corruption of human nature, the guilt of all mankind, 
or which is the ſame ching, their being liable 10 diſtreſs 
and puniſhment?, this truth in its nature, and practical 


i js acknowledged, that in conſequence of the fio of our Grit pu- 
rent, mankind ave ſul q cted to diſtreſs and death, —oupondue attention, it will, 
perhaps, appear amount to no more than wranglivg, to contend that 
moakind are not guilty, that is, not liable to puniſhment upon the accovne 
that ſin: the fadt, that they are ſubjected to circumſtances of | diſtreſs, 
and death, may folkciently convince us, th.t in the eye of the moral Go- 
verbot of the univerſe, they are ſomehow pnilty; «nd therefore, ſubjeQ- 
td: to conclude otherwiſe, ſtems to throw diftionovur om the moral govern» 
aufatmen the glary of all his perfections. 
44 as ta the rvip occaſioned by fin's entering into the world ; and in 
pert, d. nd corruption of the buman nature, — this is a 
truth 4 by the experience of all mankind, acknowledged, with re- 
tet. by the deft of the heathen philoſophery, affirmed in the word of God, 
and without which, the Chriſtian diſpenſation ſeews, in many things, not to 
de explicadle, i LT cat little to 


8 
er indirid 
in particular: and in a ee Th 5 
out, with. preciſion, the infinite evil of all 2 
xs he willow ki at thee: 
medial grace, and lead them to Chriſt” as the Saviour, an 
to the mercy of God through him, a5 the only on 


tion. 
Aud, in conſequence, it vil, 2 
care, clearly, to opt out ty his hearers, the 


. Eriendly anc 
* TIE » © £12444 wo ef Ki too huh CVS. 
> hy 105 * 
G. enthnenth of Br. .be gen ths bead, = Wer wa, hs e 40 up 
» poſe, the conſtiration of things to be fach, is that the Whole ertarioni moll 
* have periſhed, had ir ut bers for ſomewhat, which GadHaSappotuted ſhould 
© be, in xder to preverit iet tuin ; even this ſfoppalitien AQ odt be in- 
* conliteot, in 40y degr26, with the, molt abſatotcly perfect goodneſs. But 
F (ll it ma be thought that thi whole manner of treating the ſubject be. 
& fore vs, e e e - tes 
„ traly fo ft does; But it 1s bet Chelſfſunity which his pot cd ing dg Rate. 
i Whoever will conſider the manifold miſcries, and the extrent wickedneſs 
ot the vd: the wrongneffes vithin them ſelves which the bei complain 
of, and cadeavour to amend ; bat that the generalit ny rn eo; 
« gate and corrupt with age : that the heathen thought the pre- 
« {ent Nate to be a (iete of pivilhment : to all which might be added, that 
« rhe earth, our habitation, hes the appearances of being u ruin; — who- 
«+ ] Gy, will conſder all theſe, and ſome other obvious whingg,'will think, he 
A ON TE Ins 
« in a ſtute of degradytion; 


nee we fee in he 
daily courſe. of natural providence; as the recovery of the world by the 
interpolition of Chriſt has been ſhewn ts. be @.in gragnk”— Butler's A- 
palogy, part R. hay. 5. cl. . 
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% AY INQUIRY INTO, THE SUBERcT 

| powerful influences of the various, particulars of this g- 
bercus plan, ypon praftica] religion, agd morals, ——T'o do = 
ether, would be to depy bie Wah, and to dclent the 
deſign. of his coming into the. world :-9—10 preach | 
viſe, DL Het hey ele oe 


* And, here, Je cannat but obſerve the ſuperior advan- 
rages a preacher will have, as to inculcating moral duties, 
18 Vo lodge upon the peculiar doctrines of Chviſtianjty, 
By doing ſo, he adopts natural religion, and by uoiting it 
71d erp heb he extends its founda- 
ATE ro Res ak <3, and increaſes its obligations ; 
more than this, the remediaf grace which Sick the 
erer to diſplay 
it ES and native glory. By 
preaching the morality and bolindds of the goſpel in this 
- manner,—all its virtues, and all ita laws, addreſs the heart 
with ſovereign fruitful'influence, whilſt the peculiars of 
Chriftianity are conſidered, upon the one hand, as the chief 
principles of action; or, upon the ather, as the motiveg 
chiefly animating to the practice of univerſal goodneſs. How 
| greatly, then, would we miſtake matters, if we ſhould treat 
moral ſubjects, in our addreſſes to a Chriſtian audience, 
in no Higher way than upon the principles of an abſtract 
philoſophy ? this muſt ep fall infinitely ſhort of the 
the wiſdom of God, and ſo will; allo, never be the power 
of God to the falvation:of any hearer. In the 
Second place. The Chriſtian prencher will, alſo, form 
himſelf upon the APOSTOLIC MANNER, in his AD- 
DRESS to his bearers, a 
A ſtriq regard ta their circumſtances, characters, and 
capacities, will manifeſt itſelf in all his public diſcourſes. 
Even, their prejudices will be attended unto; and as far as 
is poſſible, ſo conducted by him, as either gradually to 
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thoſe under their influence. to {tumble at the more eflential | 


2 wonderful in preaching, to 
buſineſs, and. boſoms, The experienees0f — cod 
of che wicked, will therefore, by him, be ſo-exhibited; as 
to direct and confirm, to comfort aud eſtabliſh. the finſt; 
. ROT 
wicked courſes, unto Wen 25 40 0 33. as 

The experiences of the differen; charaiters of men, illus | 
ſirated in ſuch à manger, as that.nogoe.individual lapprer 
n 
way, as, equall 
—_—— —— 
have, often, the beſt effetts in preaching... . 

| The een eee eee iſtiaa 
| 4cvotion, will. be dire h reſpeRied, and.the $i g 
fes ſuited ; unleſs, the, preacher would 
chargeable with th el fol uſe of gular, 
or, perhaps, with ſomething ſomething unſpeakably worle, abuts ag 

— Thirdy,——-A6 $0, language, ai og, 


25. 421 


wrote, or from the.circumſtances, things, and 
ſuch like, to which they allude; all was plain, to.thoſe,. to 
wham thy ſake, o rows ve we may ſly judy tom 
the general plaingeſs and perſpicuity, apparent 
e Ln dave s 
rw ng of ao ay aro he ble oe 
W „ 2-96 
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its Ans) bab /whdeh deſiver- 
n — er 
r tbe e e, 
nd the ou or MEN,—— thele amiable qualities 
2 .throughour'our manner, alſo, would give uaction, 
r cod gays; tot 
r 442/91 crore And 
n e mer 
eee 
age, and literature; in fubſerviency to the honour, 
n particularly, — — — 
doctrine chriſt ʒ.—uot 46 make a ſhew of learning; for 
fer tit would be tidlculans in « popilet deny: bu: 
| te uc them: ſo, 46, by thelr uid, we may be accuſtom - 
d ink, und ſpeak with propriety, and qualified 
do. at leaſt, ome meaſure, of juſtice to the Impor- 
tant fubjets we treat of. Thus the apoſtle Paul, 
though poſlefed of infpiration, end miractlous gifts, al 
ways, ed his iteratire, and peculiar eloquence, in fubsſers 
r this, be ſtiewed, part 
tcular encvunters with the Stoic, and Epicurean 
re- mt and in his defence of Hlinfdf, and 
E before their higheſt court of judicatore, 
0 $*, His hiſtory, and epiſtles ſhew what uſe he 
of Jv ring as well as of his confummat6 
ſrreſiſtible ſtrengrh of his 
indeed, Fry conſpiceouſly appear, 194 
_—_ for Chriſt's, and the guſpel's ſake. His 
defence before ate, and wen to Taue nd his 
harangue — and Agrippa, are inimitable pieces of 
np 6 - rer 
r e endleſs, Let us, in the miniſtry, imitate 
- pattern: and whilſt our chief care is to learn our 
A ui. 16, Kc. Acts xxiv, 10 2. Ach A. t—30. * 
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|  Chriflianjsy, from the facred oradles-QULY; whit aWduith 
| and diligence, allo, let vs lay up Mir f vitful 0 
 ENOE; A at plallinetly make thels tab 
| niſter10 the great purpoſes of our office; in 
The dyuntages of larving'in this way —— 
of method, the plainneſs, and the cleyince of 'ſriprary 
STYLE, an upright heart, à foul feeling the trutim of this 
goſpel, a diſtin and ſpirited pronutciation; theſe; wo us, 
notwithſtanding we have no claim w this extraordinary 
gifts of the apoſtles, will make way for #heatingof yolpel 
truths, with deccncy and reverence, eve, froni tat in 
ſceptically impious, or from the moſt eminently witked; 
and will give inſtruction ta the molt ſimple, aud unlearns 
ed; and edification, e 
and good. ems deer 
| e eee as ee ee ee 
well as books ; and let us, eſpectalhy, be much converſant 
with theſe of our own congregitions, ſtr order that we 
know them and be able to direct the different du 
ties of our office, ſo as to promote their beſt intereſts, in a 
preſent, and their eternal happineſs, in a future world.” & 
ſuperficial knowledge, of theſe, to whom we daily preach; 
. will never'enable"us to addreſs them to their dif- 
ferent characters, and views of things; like as, ignorance, 
of the world in general, will never qualify us for making 
uſe of the common, or peculiar ſentinients of men, 
in capacity,” character or denomination, iti order to Induce 
them to become Chriſtians indeed, —As the apoſtle PAUL. 
was moſt eminently remarkable for his miniſterial qualificas 
tions of every kind; fo, perhaps, nent td Inſpiration, and 
miracles, and the power of divitie grace attending kis'la- 
bours, much of his extraordinary faeceſh was owing to l 
thotongh knowledge of mankind ; by this, he was quali- 
fed for becoming all things to ll men ; to the 4 
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. Jew; in order dat He might gan the Jews? to them that 
ere under law; under the nw]; w them that were with- 
out liw, ww wichburlow;/being not o Hhdut [xi to Cod, but 
but unden to Chriſt; to the went} —as weak, that he 
mighe galt the weak z in a word tho” free, the ſervunt of all; 
and all this directed to one glorius view, namely, that, by 
all means, he might fave fome*.—To'be:a proficient io the 
knowledge of mankind is, juſtly eſteemed, a moſt ſhining 


this ornament of character, ſo as, by its means, to make man- 
kind good, and happy, ought to be the ambition, as it is, 


_ undoubtedly; the glory of every miniſter-of Chriſt. In this 


manner it was uſed by the great apaſtls of the Gentiles; and, 
his manner, -e can never, too much copy. x. 
Fifthly.—In previous preparation, and in time of deliver- 
ing the truths of Chriſtianity to our hearers, let us fix up- 
on our minds, a lively ſenſe of the Divine Preſence, and 
and maintain a ſteady dependence on the influences of his 
grace; this will have a happy effect on our own minds, 
and will make us meditate and compoſe, as well as deliver 
our diſcourſes, in ſuch a way as faireſt bids to reach the 
of edification to our hearers. And let us always 
remember, that how fairly ſoever we, ſubordinate teachers, 
may aim at ſucceſs, there is; only, one ſupreme and effica- - 
cious Teacher who can command it; even a Paul may 
plant, and an Apollos water; but ſtill it is God, who in 
the ſpiritual, as well as natural huſbandry, muſt give the 
increaſe. But, let us alſo remember, that in the one, as well 
2s in the other, it would be in vain to expect increaſe, un- 
leſs we carefully perform our duty, in that culture, which 
in both is, reſpectively, requiſite in order to produce it. 
And to fay no more, —— 

Ins the Lai place Let it be e Ga cafe that we 
n. .. 
® x Cor. ix. 19, 20, &c, 
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doftrine. If immorality, if levity ; if fleeting, or a fac 
tious ſpirit ; if diſregard to the meaneſt of the flack over 
whom by our office we are overſeers; ar if pleaſing men, 
however dignified, to the proſtitution of our integrity, and 
office; if any,—or If all of theſe things be found with us, 
though we preach like angels, what regard can we have 
from the world? what regard can we claim Truth 
will ſaffer in our hands, and we will defeat the cauſe we 
ought to ſupport : A biſhop ought to be blameleſs, Let 
us, therefore, take heed, not only, unto our doftrine, but 
unto OURSELVES, and continue in them, by which 
means we ſhall both fave ourſelves, and them that hear us“. 


*x Tim. iv. 10 


THE END, 


The Reader will Pf creo? the ue Berge | 


Page 8—line 28, for apefile, read apoſtles 

Page 11—in the note, for i/lc, read i//i—and for allii, read alli 

Page 12—line 9, for induced, read indeed ; 
15—in the note, for Fer. read Ger. | 

Page 18—line 1, for of the Father's, read at the Father's 

Page 22—line 16, for there, read theſe 

Page 26—line 8, for the apeſile' 1, read the apoſiler, his 

Page 2 30, read and preached ſalvation, inſtead fn and 


ion 


Page 2 25 13, dele for 
Page 33—line 18, for theſe, read thoſe 
Ibid, line 22, for theſe, read thoſe. | 
x 
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